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THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA

N
0 DI-1/100071/2024 Kochi -682031
Date: 25-09-2026

NOTICE

Sub:- Rules of the High Court of Kerala (Second Amendment), 2026- powers of Registrar
(Case and Court)Management, redefined powers of Registrar(Judicial)- Rules regulating
appearance of party-in-Persons before the High Court of Kerala- Circulating of -reg

----------------------------------

A copy of the Rules of the High Court of Kerala (Second Amendment), 2026,
published in the Kerala Gazette, Vol. XV No. 38 dated 22.09.2026, is forwarded herewith
for information and necessary action .

The said amendment relates to the provisions concerning the Registrar (Case and
Court Management), the redefined powers of the Registrar (Judicial), and the rules

regulating the appearance of Party-in-Persons before the High Court of Kerala.
(By Order)
Digitally signed by
K K ASHOK
Date: 25-09-2026
15:01:45
K K Ashok
DEPUTY REGISTRAR
Encl:As Above [For Registrar General]
To:- The Advocate-General; High-Court Building;Ernakulam: ot

The Director General of Prosecutions, Ernakulam.

The Additional Solicitor General for India, High Court of Kerala

The Director of the Kerala Judicial Academy, Athani

The Member Secretary, Kerala State Legal Services Authority, Ernakulam.
The Director, Kerala State Mediation and Conciliation Centre, Emakulam.
The President, Kerala High Court Advocates’ Association, Ernakulam
The Secretary, Kerala High Court Advocates’ Association, Ernakulam.
The Chairman, Bar Council of Kerala, Emakulam

The President, Kerala High Court Senior Advocates'
Association,Emakulam

The Secretary, Rule Committee, High Court.

The President, Kerala High Court Advocates’ Clerks’
Association,Ernakulam.

The Deputy Registrars and the Assistant Registrars of all judicial Sections,
High Court.

All Judicial Sections, High Court . py
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THE HIGH COURT OF KERALA

DI-1/100071/2024 Date: 18-09-2026
NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 225 of the Constitution of India read
with section 122 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 (Central Act 5 of 1908), and of all

other powers hereunto enabling it in this behalf, the High Court of Kerala after previous
publication of the draft Rules in the Kerala Gazette Vol. XV, No. 8, dated, 24 th February,
2026 as Notification No. DI-1/100071/2024 dated 13 hFebruary, 2026, and having

considered the suggestions received and with the previous approval of the Government of
Kerala conveyed in, G.O.(Ms.)No. 154/2026/HOME dated 03rd September, 2026 hereby
makes the following Rules further to amend the Rules of the High Court of Kerala, 1971,

namely:

RULES

1. Short title and commencement .- (1) These rules may be called the Rules of the High
Court of Kerala (Second Amendment),2026.

(2) They shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of the Rules .- (1) In rule 5,
(1). after sub-rule (9), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely: -

"(9A) "Proceedings" include writs, writ appeals, memoranda of appeals, original petitions,
revisions, references, applications, arbitration matters, petitions, interlocutory applications,
documents or any applications provided under law or any other cases presented or filed
under any law in court by any party or such party's/Parties’ Advocate or Advocate
Commissioner or other officer of the court.".

(i1). after sub-rule(10), the following sub-rules shall be inserted, namely:-

"(10A) Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall be a District Judge with at least 2
years of experience as a District Judge.

(10B) "Registrar's Court" means the Court manned by the Registrar (Case and Court
Management) and does not include 'Court' as defined in sub-rule (7) of Rule 5 of the
Rules."

(ii1). The existing sub-rule (10A) to rule 5 shall be renumbered as (10C).
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(2). Inrule 15.-
(1) the following rule shall be substituted namely:-

"15. Powers and duties of the Registrar (Case and Court Management).- (1) In addition to
the powers and duties conferred by the Chief Justice by any special or general order, or by
other Rules, the Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall also have duties and powers
as mentioned in these Rules:

Provided that the Registrar (Case and Court Management) may refer any proceedings
pending before him for the decision of the Court along with a report containing the reasons
as to why the proceedings are being referred.

(2) The Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall have the following duties and
powers, namely:-

(1) To decide all questions necessary for fully discharging such duties and powers;

(i1) To decide on the objection to the defects pointed out as per clause (ii) of sub-rule 2 of
Rule 16;

(ii1)) To determine an application for condonation of delay in re-presenting a proceeding
beyond the period granted under clause (iii) of sub-rule 2 of Rule 16, up to a maximum of
60 days. To issue notice in the application to condone re-presentation delay, and after due
completion of service of notice, condone the delay in re- presentation, if the same is not
opposed and if opposed, to post the proceeding before the court;

(iv) To order notice through any mode as specified in these Rules;

(v) To order notice on all delay condonation applications and restoration applications;

(vi) To issue notice through electronic means as specified, to the institutions which are
provided with that facility;

(vii) To fix the date of return of notice subject to the directions of the Court, if any;

(viii) To determine whether the notice has been served and if not, to issue fresh notice;

(ix) To extend the period for payment of process fee, at the first instance for period of 30
days and if the fee is not paid within the said period, to extend the period by another 15
days, and if not paid within the extended period, to post the proceedings before the Court;
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(x) To post all proceedings before the Court after service of notice is complete, where
notice has been ordered, except matters where there is a specific order of the Court to post
the same on an earlier or specific date;

(xi) To post a proceeding in court before the completion of service of notice, on filing of an
application requesting judicial orders;

(xi1) To order notice to the respondent/respondents and the Government Pleader on an
application for permission to sue as indigent;

(xiii) To dispense with notice to party respondents in Motor Accidents Claims Appeal,
wherein the insurance company has appeared and admitted their liability;

(xiv) To allow applications filed for impleading proforma party/ parties, provided there is
no objection from the parties already in the party array;

(xv) To allow application for impleading legal representatives of deceased party, provided
it is filed within the time prescribed by law and is not opposed, and if opposed, record
reasons and post the application before court;

(xvi) To order notice on application filed under Order XXII sub-rule (2) of rule 9 of the
Code and to allow the same after the notice is served, provided the same is not opposed,
and if opposed, record reasons and post the application before court;(3)

(xvii) To order notice on the application filed under section 5 of the Limitation Act, 1963,
to condone the delay in filing an application under Order XXII Rule 9 of the Code and to
allow the same after the notice is served, provided the same is not opposed and if opposed,
record reasons and post the application before court;

(xviii) To note abatement of any proceedings after the expiry of the period prescribed by
law and post it before the Court;

(xix) To pass orders on all Interlocutory Applications which are unopposed and are of a
formal nature;

(xx) To permit or require any party to offer evidence by affidavit with respect to any
application or matter which he is empowered to act under these rules;

(xxi) To direct from time to time to deposit funds for the conduct of proceedings on behalf
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of minor respondents or for whom guardian ad-/item has been appointed;

(xxii) To fix timeline for filing counter affidavit/ objections/ statements/documents etc., in
any proceedings where the court has not fixed a timeline and to extend the timeline so fixed
up to a maximum of 120 days. While fixing the timeline, the time fixed by these Rules, any
Statute or any case management software or modules developed under the directions of the
High Court or the Supreme Court, shall also be taken into consideration;

(xxiii1) To grant time up to 30 days for filing of rejoinder/ additional affidavits/ additional
documents etc., after the filing of counter affidavit /objections / statements / documents
etc.,and to extend the time so fixed, up to a maximum of 60 days;

(xxiv) To accept counter affidavit/ objections/ statements/documents etc. after the period
specified under clause xxii and before the day fixed for hearing, and refix the timeline
fixed for filing rejoinder/ additional affidavits/additional documents etc. subject to clause
XXIii;

(xxv) To post the proceedings before the Court to a date fixed in accordance with Rule 91,
Rule 92 and Rule 94 of these Rules and the timeline fixed, if any;

(xxvi) To fix a fresh date for hearing after consulting the contesting parties, if any of the
parties make a request for adjournment at least three clear working days prior to the date of
hearing and if the Registrar (Case and Court Management) considers it expedient to do so;

(xxvii) To pass orders on applications filed under Rule 66 of these Rules;

(xxviii) To pass orders on applications filed under Rule 93 of these Rules;

(xxix) To consider requests/applications/memo for consolidation of proceedings, if
unopposed;

(xxx) To allow the application for amendment of cause title of a proceeding or other
clerical or typographical errors apparent on the face of the records and, in appropriate cases,
to place the matter before the Court with a reasoned report;

(xxxi) To return the original documents produced in pending cases to the party who
produced the same, if not objected to by the other parties, subject to the party substituting
the same with the certified copy/registration copy. The party shall also file an affidavit that
he shall produce the original document so returned, if so ordered by the court;
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(xxxii) To pass orders on applications for exemption from paying court fees or extension of
time for paying court fees, if provided under these Rules or the Kerala Court Fees and Suits
Valuation Act, 1959 or for furnishing undertaking, bank guarantee or security, subject to a
maximum period of 60 days. The Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall, if the court
fees, undertaking, bank guarantee or security is not paid/furnished within the time so fixed
or extended, record reasons and place the matter before Court;

(xxxiii) To adjudicate applications for refund of court fees under these Rules or under the
Kerala Court Fees and Suits Valuation Act, 1959 or under any notification if issued
thereunder and to order refund of court fee paid by mistake or inadvertence;

(xxx1v) To pass orders on all applications for impleading/ substitution of legal heirs of
accused/complainant/victim in criminal proceedings wherein such applications are filed
within time and are legally permissible and not opposed. However, in appropriate cases, the
Registrar (Case and Court Management) may place the matter before the Court with a
report;

(xxxv) To refer the parties to mediation on mutual agreement;

(xxxvi) To pass appropriate orders for renewal of bank guarantees, fixed deposit receipts
and other deposits made under the orders of Court;

(xxxvii) To list before the Registrar (Case and Court Management), all bail applications,
arbitration requests, transfer petitions, contempt of court cases, restoration petitions, review
petitions, and such other category of cases as may be decided by the High Court from time
to time, which are pending for more than 6 months or such other period as may be decided
by the High Court, and to post those cases for hearing before the Bench concerned. The
Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall list and post for hearing before the Bench
concerned, all other categories of cases, in accordance with the timeline fixed by the High
Court for the respective categories of cases or based on the exigency of the matter;

(xxxviii) To implement any scheme for case and court management, intelligent listing of
cases using Artificial Intelligence(Al) tool/s approved by the State Case Management
System Committee (SCMSC) and the Full Court.".

(11). after rule 15, the following rules shall be inserted, namely:-

"15A. Any person aggrieved by any proceeding made by the Registrar (Case and Court
Management) under these Rules, may request to post the matter before the court,
whereupon the matter shall be posted before the court together with a report.

15B. Conversion of a proceeding of one kind into another.- The Registrar (Case and Court

Thisisadigitally signed Gazette.
File No. HCKL/11526(APRDICty PrisyHae ixéfifiaol hrboigh$0i695://compose. kerala.gov.in/
Generated from eOffice by Kevin Raj, ASST-D1-1HCKL, ASST-D1-1 HCKL, HIGH COURT OF KERALA on 25/09/2026 03:22 PM




120292/2026/DI Section HCKL/HC KERALA

148 KERALA GAZETTE Part 111

Management) shall have the power to considera n application for conversion of a
proceeding of one kind into another, provided the application is filed prior to the
proceedings being first posted before the Court and the same is not barred by any Act or
Rules.

15C. Application for Permission to appear in-person.- (1) Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other Rule, practice, directions or notices, a party-in-person, other than an
Advocate appearing as party-in- person, shall not be permitted to participate in any
proceedings, except as provided by this Rule.

(2) Whenever a party wants to file any matter/ proceedings or wishes to defend his
matter/proceedings and to appear and argue the case in person, either at the
commencement of the proceedings or at any subsequent stage, he/she shall file an
application, in Form 41 seeking permission to appear in-person,along with the

Petition/Application/Counter/Appeal memorandum etc., which he intends to file.

(3)After scrutiny of such application for permission and the petition/ counter or such other
documents, the applicant shall be required to appear before the Registrar (Case and Court
Management) on the specified date and time. However, the Registrar (Case and Court
Management) may, in appropriate cases, permit the applicant to appear on the date of
filing of the application itself.

(4) On the appearance of the Party-in-Person, the Registrar (Case and Court Management)

shall, after interacting with the party-in- person, assess the following;-
a. Applicant's capability to assist the court effectively;

b. Applicant's ability to comprehend facts and to apply law to protect his own rights and
interests in the litigation;

c. Applicant's ability to adhere to the decorum and etiquette of the Court while
appearing in the case;

(5) On such assessment, if the Registrar (Case and Court Management) finds that the party
in person is incapable of assisting the court, he may inform the party-in-person about the
option of availing the service of a lawyer under the High Court Legal Services Committee.
If the party does not want such assistance, make a report to the Court. If the party-in person
opts for such service, but is found ineligible by the authority concerned, a report to the
effect shall be submitted to the Registrar (Case and Court Management) who shall
thereupon require the party-in-person to engage a counsel of his choice and if the party

refuses, make a report to the Court.

(6)The Registrar (Case and Court Management) shall also scrutinize the matter/proceedings
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filed by the party-in-person to ensure that the party- in-person has not made any
objectionable averments/allegations and if any such objectionable material is found,

intimate the party-in- person about the same.

(7) If the party-in-person fails to appoint a counsel of his choice, the Registrar (Case and
Court Management) shall submit a report to the Court as to why the applicant is not
competent to appear in-person. The Court may, after considering the report and such other
material as it deems fit and proper, permit the party-in- person to appear/file/defend and
argue the case in person or may decline permission to the party-in- person and may appoint
an Advocate as amicus curiae or one from the panel of advocates of High Court Legal
Services Committee, for better assistance of the Court and for proper adjudication of the

case.

(8) If the Registrar (Case and Court Management) is of the opinion that the party-in-person
is competent to assist the Court, he shall guide the party-in-person about the language,
demeanor, and decorum to be maintained in the court and shall require the party - in-person
to give an undertaking that he/she shall maintain the decorum of the Court and shall not use
any objectionable language or behaviour during the course of hearing in the Court or in the

Court premises or in the further pleadings."

(3). for rule 16 the following shall be substituted, namely:-

"Rule 16. Powers and duties of Registrar (Judicial). - (1) In addition to the powers and
duties conferred by the Chief Justice by any special or general order or by other Rules, the
Registrar (Judicial) shall have the following duties and powers and shall also hear and
determine the applications filed in respect of the same:

Provided that the Registrar (Judicial) may, in his discretion, refer any proceeding before
him for the decision of the Court along with a report of proceedings till date, prepared by
him.

(2) The Registrar (Judicial) shall have the power,-
(1) To receive all proceedings;

(i) To return any proceeding which is insufficiently stamped undervalued, or whose
presentation is defective by reason of failure to comply with the prescribed procedure, or
which requires any amendment to conform to the procedure or practice of the court, for
being re- presented within a period not exceeding 15 days, after supplying the deficiency,
curing the defect or making the amendment, or to require that the deficiency be supplied,
the defect cured or the amendment made within a period not exceeding 15 days of the
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presentation;

(ii1) To condone the delay in re-presenting any proceeding after the 15 days period granted
in clause (ii), up to a further period of 15 days;

(iv) To call for the decree or report from the trial court concerned for the purpose of
ascertaining the valuation of the suit and the court fee paid;

(v) To call for records from the trial court concerning a pending proceeding;

(vi) To stop, at his discretion, the issue of all or any papers to any Advocate or Party who
has failed to pay fees or charges due to the Court;

(vii) To call for a further deposit when the deposit already made in a case is not sufficient
to defray the cost of preparing the records;

(viii) To give directions as to the preparation of records in connected appeals;

(ix) To order repayment of the unexpended balance of charges deposited for the preparation
of the record in any proceeding;

(x) To fix a time limit in the notice for receiving refund cheques by the Advocate/Party and
to issue notice to the Advocate/Party concerned;

(xi) To order the expeditious grant of certified copies;

(xii) To permit the dispensation of production of certified copy of the judgment/ order of
the Trial Court on the ground that such a certified copy has already been filed in the Court
in another case arising from the same judgment or order, unless specifically precluded by
any law;

(xiii) To permit the search of the records of the Court when permissible.".
(4). after Rule 16, the following Rule shall be inserted, namely:-

"16A. The Chief Justice may designate a Single Judge or a bench of two Judges to exercise
their jurisdiction to hear matters on the orders/ recommendations made by the Registrar
(Case and Court Management) and Registrar (Judicial) exercising jurisdiction under Rule
15, Rule 15A, 15B ,15C and Rule 16 of these Rules."

(5). Under the heading 'Forms' after Form 40, the following Form shall be inserted,
namely:-
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FORM 41
a0200 41
[Rule 15C (2)]

[a150 15l (2)]

Before the Hon’ble High Court of Kerala
NIEOMIMBAIS BB HEANCENIST YMUIOS:

Application NO. v u..eeeeennneee. of 20........

1) Full Name of the Party-in-Person :

QU0 HBUQOS PEAUM Gal@

2) Name of Parent /Spouse/Guardian :

20@0al®0£5U8/EEYBAOINT@HUIBHEOMIQIEM Gal@:

3) Permanent address with pin code :

almdesony vadlmgss cudle. alenaud

4) Present address with pin code :

alladesmonly vadlmass dleinieal aleidava

5) Are you an Indian citizen : (Yes/No)

6BRU3 BT OAMM alDEMIGEMI? (GRe®/@P])

6) If not an Indian Citizen, your country of origin (Proof to be attached):

10
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DAD oIVEMELIEIS. WlEESeS BAEEUo. (HOEQN &6S EaldeHEE®Im)

7) Age :

Qo .

8) Occupation :

OO :

9) Educational Qualification :

QlBLEIPIY EVWINYD :

10) Proof of identity (to be attached):

@Al @R 6! (GRAI &OS GalBCENMRMIEN)

11) Is this application submitted, (Tick mark the relevant part)

DY @EalBH MABIHBINOY (QITVSDAIW B SlEH ROBL OaIQdh):

a) for fiing a new case
BG oJOI EHAY aDQM O.AQYM@I0 GueNEl or
@ReLIBID

b) for fiing a proceeding or counter in an existing or disposed of case:

dleinla|gsemo  @ldalossloecmo @  eHalod 6 (T)SnJSr]GGDD @) CHHA IGND
madallesa@iae calend]

12) The case number and present stage of the existing or disposed of proceeding:

dlelaleissemo dldajossiloemo e eHM 1M a0 MMIQe Mlelaleal @aImn®e

11
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13) The status of the applicant in the main proceeding: (@Jwom Msalslailerl GREIGHUB:EM aila:

14) Has the applicant appeared as a party-in-person in any other proceedings: (Yes/No)

2EQE®Blgje MSaISIBEITE @EaIBUMBM eMAElS andREIWISENERI? (@Re)/D8))

15) If the answer is Yes, the details of the proceedings:

DOM@o @D af)(MISEMEIDI, MNSalSIEU3 MLeNINW 4| QlluoBI.UBEERU3:

16) The details of the earlier applications filed under Rule 15C (2) and the result thereof:

alSo 150U (2) @B000 MABalal A8 @OEAIGHMHSOS QllUoEOLDEERS. GRGIOM @‘l(&n{do:

17) Are you conversant with the filing procedure, Rules and practices of the High Court of
Kerala: (Yes/No)

BHOS HHANCEISOIQYOS an@Alot) MSalSIE U3, 568U, MUEURIWEERUB afMlIQROX]
@leanud aldlalmocemo?(@red)/@oe)

fe et i e do hereby affirm that the contents of this
application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and understanding. The entire
pleadings and the documents which | propose to file in person have been submitted along with
this application. | undertake that, if the Court appoints an Advocate from the panel advocates
of the Kerala High Court Legal Services Committee for better assistance of the Court and for
proper adjudication of the case, | wil accept such an appointment unconditionally.

ao® @rdlalaje woeeMaleje 0D @REAIGHUVIOL OSRSEEBRUT TVMINYo  VBEIQAIEMATY

.. s . ) eI @M Qofgdmwﬁaeam 6mOM eMNAIg
nﬂ@)«)‘% am@oa& @c@ua'loessan qygomﬁ QBEERS.  COAIBSo DT BREAISHUWOEaj
mmdnn@gjlgm. EHISOIOW 624l0als ATIQI@  qLanITIEBM@IM.  cHmMIeM Ua(aﬂ(woq»
aluldldepoonieaid] e&Hes8 66a0emosdl elnad qudalamuay’ euidlges @rEcduUs
alomelmd oy ¢osol 6@ @REIRIHGHEHM MIWAlLI@, RO MIWAMe MIMAIdWlEn00)
molledeseamo. 6o @AWl geeossamo.

12
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Dated this the.........

20...

e D00 e 3000 IO

Full Name and Signature

QEQUM Gal@3o 8ajo

(By Order)

Gopakumar G
REGISTRAR GENERAL

Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

To ensure better management of cases pending in the High Court, it has been proposed to

create the post of Registrar (Court and Case Management). Hence the power and duties of

such Registrar needs to be prescribed. Further, rules with respect to the procedure to be

adopted in the case of litigants appearing as party in person have been found necessary.

The notification is intended to

achieve the above object .
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